Introduction
Energy security challenges top the policy agendas of the European Union (EU) and China today. Consequently, policy makers of both import-dependent polities continue to look for new responses. Th ese include not only the diversifi cation of source and origin to encourage supply security, but also support for substitutes of fossil energy and improving effi ciency in energy use. In these endeavors, the urgency of geopolitical concerns seems to draw more attention than longterm plans of transitions to renewable energy systems. As a result, the perception that the EU and China might be competitors in the geopolitical arena for access to foreign markets seems to overshadow their common interest in developing renewable energy and sharing effi ciency-improving technology. However, it is oft en neglected that the EU and China at the same time are well positioned to cooperate vis-à-vis producer countries and compete in the development of highend renewable technologies. Th is volume 1 challenges such dominant perceptions and aims to provide the wider public with a more balanced account of EU-Chinese energy relations. To this end, this volume not only focuses on geopolitical realities that aff ect energy relations among both polities, but also on energy effi ciency and the development of alternatives and renewables.
Global primary energy demand, according to the EIA International Energy Outlook 2008, is projected to increase by 50% between 2005 and 2030, although this is greatly dependent on the level of economic growth until then. Most of this growth is expected to come from newly
